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Types of International Migration 

× In earlier times (18th and 19th century) focus of wealth 

creation or development gains through migration was the 

receiving states  

× Since mid-20th century, looking at both receiving and 

sending countries  

× Presentation to address for a sending country ð 

Bangladesh 

× Two types of voluntary migration: 

V industrialized west 

V middle eastern and southeast Asian countries 

 



International Migration from Bangladesh 

Note: 1 = United States and Canada; 2 = Western Europe; 3 = Australia; 4 = Middle east;  

          5 = Malaysia, Singapore; 6 = Japan and South Korea 

V Migration to the west: permanent residents, work permit holders and professionals  

    (1.5  million Diaspora) 

V Migration to middle east and southeast Asia ð typically for short period (6 million) 



Selected socioeconomic indicators  

× Population: 146.6 million 

× Population density: 993 per square kilometer 

× GDP per capita: $621 

× GDP per capita (purchasing power parity): $1,600 

× Adult literacy rate: 58.3% 

× Human Development Index Rank (out of 182 countries): 

146 

× Bangladesh a densely populated country with òsurplusó 

labor 



Table 1: Outflow of Migrants from Bangladesh,  

               1977-2009 

Year  Number of Migrants 

(Thousands)  

1977                                17  

1980                                38  

1985                                78  

1990                                97  

1995                              181  

2000                              213  

2005                              286  

2006                              564  

2007                              981  

2008                              650  

2009                              427  

Source: Statistics Dept. Bangladesh Bank: Economic Trends, various issues 

× Short-term migration to middle east started in late 1970s  

× Outflow peaked in 2007. Total stock of migrants is around 7.5 million 



Figure 1: Outflow of Migrants from Bangladesh,  

                1977-2009 
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Table 2: Remittance  Inflow, 1977 - 2009 
Year  Remittance  

Million US$  

1977 102 

1980 381 

1985 556 

1990 764 

1995 1,217 

2000 1,882 

2005 4,802 

2006 5,978 

2007 7,915 

2008 9,689 

2009 10,987 

Source: Statistics Dept. Bangladesh Bank: Economic Trends, various issues 

×  Remittance increased from $1.9 billion (2000) to $9.7 billion (2008); $11  

billion (2010) 

× Bangladesh targets $31 billion remittance by 2015 



Figure 2: Remittance Inflow, 1977 - 2009 

× Around 20% average annual growth over past three decades 

× Inflow of remittance primarily from Saudi Arabia (31%), United Arab 

Emirates (17%),  United States of America (13%), Kuwait (9%) and United 

Kingdom (8%) 
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