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Transforming Government: Mongolia case  

Democracy assessment framework: 

 
(1) Citizenship, Law, and Rights;  
(2) Representative and Accountable Government;  

(3) Civil Society and Popular Participation;   
(4) Democracy Beyond the State 
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TIMELINE: 

 

December 10, 1989  First demonstration for democracy;  

January 1990   Change in old constitution regarding political parties; 

May 26, 1990   First multiparty election; 

January 13, 1992  Democratic constitution; 

December 06, 2000  Merger of five founding parties into the Democratic 

   Party; 

1989-1990   Demanded democracy, multiparty system, free  

   elections 

1991   Trade liberalization, privatization of livestock,  

   elimination of salary ceiling, freedom of travel 

1992-1996  Demanded deeper privatization, lower taxes and  

   price liberalization  
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TIMELINE: 

 

1996  Price liberalization achieved  

1996-97 Reimbursed victims of political repression,  

  Legalized civil society,  

  Freed attorneys from state control,  

  Freed media from state control  

1997  Reformed bankrupt banking system   

1997-2000 Liberalized entrance of foreign investment 

2004  Anticorruption legislation and actions 

2006  Lowered taxes  

2008-   DP candidate Tsakhiagiin Elbegdorj wins presidential  

  election. 



President of Mongolia: Tsakhia Elbegdorj 
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Main findings 

 
V Multi-party competitive political system 

V Civil society with strong and large NGOs 

V Citizens strong support for the democratic  transition 

V The right to health and other social and economic  

rights limitations 

V Corruption have undermined  

V semi-presidential institutional design has provided 
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The values and principles 

(1) Popular control over public decision 
making and decision makers 

(2) Equality of respect and voice between 
citizens in the exercise of that control 
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State of Democracy Analysis 

 

The 1992 Constitution establishes the country as: 

ÇSovereign 

ÇIndependent republic with legal guarantees 

ÇThe organs and structure of the state,  

ÇThe administrative  

ÇTerritorial units,  

ÇThe mandate and function of the Constitutional Court   
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The rule of law and access to justice 

The law enforcement system is characterized by red-

tape, delays, a óbribing epidemicô, ósystemic corruptionô, 

tribalism and cronyism. 
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Economic and social rights 

 

Individuals for taking part in the democratic process. 

The transition also brought with it the loss of 

significant Soviet subsidies during the implementation 

of financial liberalization and privatization (particularly 

of land). 
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Representative and accountable government 

An estimated 10 percent of the population moved 

from one district to another  to exploit so-called 

ótransfer voterô provisionsô in the law.  

Abuses were reported regarding control of mobile 

ballot boxes, police intimidation, fraudulent ballots, 

multiple voting, the ejection of political party and 

foreign observers from polling stations and  

ballot-box stuffing.  
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There are 18 political parties registered in Mongolia.  

óremarkably strong and representativeô political parties, 

whose formation was due to óresourceful leadership and 

dogged dedication to party-building by political 

entrepreneurs.  

Representative and accountable government 
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Socialist ownership has two forms:  

 

1. State ownership (of land and natural resources, 

economic facilities and infrastructure; and the property of 

all state organizations, enterprises, and institutions)  

 

2. Cooperative ownership (property of agricultural 

associations and other types of cooperatives).  

Government effectiveness and the role of  accountability 
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Private ownership was negligible in all sectors of the 

economy, except animal husbandry. 

 

Economic reforms adopted since 1986 gave greater 

leeway for individual and cooperative enterprises.  

Government effectiveness and the role of  accountability 
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High support for the transition to democracy and market 

economy in general, but much less support for the 

political system itself 

Government effectiveness and the role of  accountability 
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Government effectiveness and the role of  accountability 

Democratic process itself is quite low, leading them to 

suggest that democracy is not yet óthe only game in townô. 

 

 More evidence in needed on government  responsiveness 

to the demands of citizens 
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Minimizing corruption 

Corrupted government 


